INTRODUCTION
It has long been known that prolactin plays an important role in preparing the physiological conditions for maternal care of various young animals. RIDDLE and his co-workers have demonstrated that prolactin, among other effects, causes lactation in female mammals whose mammary glands have been conditioned for it by progesterone (RIDDLE, BATES and DYxsHORN 1932 ; LYONS and CATCHPOLE 1933) . In doves and pigeons, prolactin causes growth of the crop-sac and production of the so-called "crop milk" which is fed ci to the squabs by regurgitation from the parents (RIDDLE, BATES and DYK3HORN 1932, 1933) .
In addition to these purely physiological effects, prolactin has been shown to have various effects on maternal behavior. Prolactin injected into laying hens causes them to become broody (RIDDLE, BATES and LAHR 1935; COL-LIAS I940; NALBANDOV 1945 ; NALBANDOV and CARD 1945 ; COLLIAS I950) . It induces broodiness in jewel fish (NOBLE, KUMPF and BILLINGS 1938) . It causes maternal behavior in rats (WIESNER and SHEARD 1933 ; RIDDLE, LAHR and BATES 1935, 1942) .
The mechanism of action of prolactin, as of hormones in general, on
